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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

the nomination of John W. deGravelles, 
of Louisiana, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Middle District of 
Louisiana. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. REID. There is a cloture motion 
at the desk that I ask the Chair to have 
reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to report the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of John W. deGravelles, of Louisiana, to be 
United States District Judge for the Middle 
District of Louisiana. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Patty Murray, Elizabeth 
Warren, Charles E. Schumer, Jack 
Reed, Christopher A. Coons, Dianne 
Feinstein, Angus S. King, Jr., Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. Hirono, 
Richard Blumenthal, Amy Klobuchar, 
Christopher Murphy, Cory A. Booker, 
Martin Heinrich. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the mandatory quorum under rule 
XXII be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to proceed to morning 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONSUMER CHOICE AND WIRELESS 
COMPETITION ACT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, yester-
day the Senate passed commonsense 
legislation to help promote consumer 
choice and competition in the wireless 
phone marketplace. This legislation 
was a bipartisan effort to restore con-
sumers’ rights to unlock their cell 
phones so they can take their phones 
to the wireless network of their choice. 
Last year, over 110,000 consumers 
signed a petition calling for cell phone 
unlocking to be permitted. Their call 
was heard. I am pleased that the Sen-
ate has acted to pass this common-
sense, bipartisan legislation that I au-
thored with Senator GRASSLEY to pro-
mote consumer choice. 

Once every 3 years, the Library of 
Congress undertakes a rulemaking 
under the Digital Millennium Copy-
right Act, DMCA, to establish exemp-
tions to the DMCA’s prohibition on cir-
cumventing technological measures 
that control access to copyrighted 
works. From 2006 to 2012, the Library 
granted an exemption for cell phone 
unlocking that allowed users to change 
wireless providers after complying with 
their contracts. In its 2012 rulemaking, 
the Library did not recognize an ex-
emption for new cell phones purchased 
after January 26, 2013. This act rein-
states the Librarian’s prior determina-
tion, ensuring that consumers will be 
able to use their phones on the net-
work of their choice after satisfying 
their contracts without running afoul 
of our copyright laws. 

The act takes two further steps to 
benefit consumers. First, it ensures 
that consumers who lack the techno-
logical savvy to unlock their phones 
themselves can authorize others to do 
the unlocking for them, in order for 
the owner or their family member to 
connect to a chosen wireless network. 
Second, in recognition of the growing 
importance to consumers of other wire-
less devices, such as tablets, the act di-
rects the Librarian of Congress to de-
termine whether such devices should 
also be eligible for unlocking. That de-
termination will be part of the Librar-
ian’s next triennial rulemaking under 
the DMCA, which is set to begin later 
this year. 

This legislation addresses the spe-
cific question of permitting consumers 
to unlock their cell phones to use on 
their chosen network consistent with 
the terms of their contract. The legis-
lation creates no new obligations for 
cell phone manufacturers or wireless 
carriers, such as how a carrier may 
choose to process unlocking requests or 
provide unlocking codes. While there 
are larger ongoing debates about the 
DMCA, as well as other aspects of 
phone unlocking, those issues are not 
addressed by the bill. The bill takes a 
narrow, targeted approach to protect 
consumer choice and promote competi-
tion in the wireless industry. 

I thank the Judiciary Committee 
ranking member, Senator GRASSLEY, 
and our other bipartisan cosponsors for 
working with me on this bill. I also 
thank the Republican and Democratic 
leadership of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, who are continuing to work 
with us on this effort. I look forward to 
prompt consideration of the bill by the 
House and to the President signing it 
into law. 

f 

COLOMBIA 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on June 

15, 2014, President Juan Manuel Santos 
was elected to a second term as Colom-
bia’s President. This is not only a trib-
ute to President Santos, who had 
staked his presidency on a courageous 
and risky peace initiative with the 
FARC who have waged a 30-year guer-

rilla war against the government, but 
also to the Colombian people. 

There was every reason to believe 
that if President Santos’ opponent, 
Óscar Iván Zuluaga, had won the elec-
tion the peace negotiations would have 
been abandoned. Mr. Zuluaga had the 
strong backing of former President 
Uribe, whose aggressive leadership 
style and emphasis on security contrib-
uted to significant battlefield advances 
against the FARC, but his administra-
tion was plagued by scandal and human 
rights abuses. He has been a vociferous 
critic of President Santos and the 
peace negotiations. Instead, the Colom-
bian people wisely recognized that the 
path to a more prosperous, secure 
country is through a peace process that 
addresses the underlying causes of the 
armed conflict, not an open-ended civil 
war fueled by cocaine that has already 
claimed countless innocent lives, up-
rooted millions of people, and impeded 
foreign investment. 

I know from my own conversations 
with Members of Congress that Presi-
dent Santos has the support of people 
here of both parties. Since 2000, the 
Congress has supported billions of dol-
lars in aid for social and economic de-
velopment, counternarcotics, military, 
and humanitarian programs in Colom-
bia. While there have been disagree-
ments in some areas, particularly the 
slow pace of Colombia’s justice system 
in holding accountable members of the 
security forces and paramilitaries who 
have been implicated in massacres of 
civilians and other human rights 
crimes, our support for Colombia has 
remained strong. 

Colombia’s greatest resource is its 
remarkable people. It is no wonder that 
Colombia, despite its many challenges, 
has remained a vibrant democracy 
while the governments of neighboring 
Venezuela and Ecuador have been 
dominated by messianic leaders who 
have systematically dismantled the in-
stitutions of democracy and a free 
press. 

But another of Colombia’s unique 
features is its biological and cultural 
diversity. The country is not only 
home to more species of flora and 
fauna than practically any other coun-
try in the world, it is also inhabited by 
a multitude of indigenous groups who 
speak many languages and live in var-
ious stages of isolation. 

Many of us have visited Cartagena 
and Bogota, but I suspect few people 
here are aware that Colombia boasts 
one of the hemisphere’s most extensive 
systems of national parks. They range 
from Caribbean islands and coral reefs, 
to glacier-covered mountain peaks, 
semi-arid desert, and tropical 
rainforest with dramatic rock 
outcroppings and cascading waterfalls. 
The variety of Colombia’s species of 
birds alone dwarfs that of most coun-
tries. 

I mention this to pay tribute to 
President Santos who has been a 
strong supporter of Colombia’s na-
tional parks and indigenous reserves, 
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